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WOMEN LEAD CHR WOMEN’S 
MONTH CELEBRATION

CHR BOLSTERS INVESTIGATIVE 
CAPACITY ON EJK

The Extrajudicial Killing (EJK) 
Taskforce National Conference was 
conducted on February 11-13, 2019 
at San Mateo, Rizal. The three-day 
conference gathered the focal persons 
from the CHR Central Office and 
Regional Focal Officers instrumental 
in strengthening the Commission’s 
investigative capacity, particularly on the 
controversial EJK issues that hound the 
current administration.

Commissioner Gwendolyn Pimentel-
Gana, the Chairperson of the EJK 
Taskforce, welcomed the participants 
during the first day of the conference. 
Thereafter, a series of lectures was given 
by visiting experts, Mr. John Ralston and 
Ms. Brenda Hollis. On the second day, the 
different offices from the Central Office 
also shared their respective expertise and 
experiences on different topics, such as 
forensics and investigation techniques, 
among others. During the lectures and 
presentations, participants were eager 
to contribute by sharing their respective 
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CHR AND QATAR NHRC JOIN FORCES TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS

(L-R) Commissioner Gwendolyn Ll. Pimentel-Gana, Qatar NHRC President Dr. Ali Bin Smaikh Al 

Marri , CHR Chairperson Jose Luis Martin C. Gascon and Commissioner Karen S. Gomez-Dumpit

Commissioner Karen Gomez-Dumpit

The Commission on Human 
Rights of the Philippines (CHR) 
and the National Human Rights 
Committee of the State of Qatar 
(NHRC) signed a cooperation 
agreement upgrading the protection 
of their citizens in both countries on 
January 9, 2019.

“[The cooperation agreement will 
provide] a practice that hopefully 
might… develop further institutions 
or provide legal measures in the 
protection of human rights of all 
persons within the Philippines, 
Filipinos and non-Filipinos,” CHR 
Chairperson Jose Luis Martin C. 
Gascon said.

Turn to page 2

By The Project Management Division

The Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR) celebrates women’s month with the 
theme “Panawagan ng Kababaihan: Boto 
para sa Karapatang Pantao, Ipaglaban!” 
through Purple Action Day on March 4, 
2019 at the Diokno Park. 

In a separate statement, CHR 
Executive Director (ED) Atty. Jacqueline 
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CHR AND QATAR NHRI JOIN FORCES TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS

CHR BOLSTERS INVESTIGATIVE CAPACITY ON EJK

knowledge and best practices. The 
series of exchange were facilitated by 
Executive Director (ED) Jacqueline 
Ann De Guia.

The CHR Regional Directors 
joined the conference on the last 
day. Commissioners Pimentel-
Gana, Leah Tanodra-Armamento, 
and Karen Gomez-Dumpit were 
also present. Chairperson Jose Luis 
Martin Gascon gave his inspirational 

Chairperson Gascon also added 
that Qatari nationals residing in the 
Philippines are within the scope of 
responsibility of the Commission 
in its monitoring of human rights 
situation. 

“This Cooperation Agreement 
is very important to us; with many 
migrants, we know that we cannot 
face [all the] challenges alone.  In 
Qatar there are many challenges 
facing the migrant workers and our 
recommendation to our government 
must be taken into action,” NHRC 
President Dr. Ali Bin Smaikh Al 
Marri said. 

Article 4 of the Cooperation 
Agreement allows the two NHRIs 
to form a review Committee that 
can create Rules and Regulation of 
the Committee.

The Agreement will run for three 
years and is subject to renewal with 
the decision of both independent 
institutions.

message and expressed his gratitude 
to the participants for the their 
passion and effort in promoting 
and protecting human rights. 
Afterwards, ED De Guia gave a 
brief overview of what transpired 
for the past days. Later that day, the 
Commission en Banc and the regional 
directors gathered to discuss action 
points gathered during the said 
conference.

Areas of Cooperation under Article 3 of the Cooperation Agreement:

Promotions for capacity building, workshops, 
promotional on human rights based both for 
NHRIs in their respective countries;

Protection Mechanism for case handling and 
referral of cases and situation of migrants in 
distress, in Qatar and the Philippines; and

Policy and Advocacy for the Monitoring of 
Enforcement of law and compliance of the 
State Parties to the International Human 
Rights duties.

NHRC President 

Dr. Ali Bin Smaikh 

Al Marri (left) and 

CHR Chairperson 

Jose Luis Martin 

C. Gascon seal the 

agreement with a 

handshake.

(L-R) Mr. Ronie Rosero, CHR Chairperson Jose Luis Martin C. Gascon, Commissioners 

Gwendolyn Ll. Pimentel-Gana and Karen Gomez-Dumpit awards the certifi cate of 

apprecciation to Ms. Brenda Hollis (center).
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WOMEN LEAD CHR WOMEN’S MONTH CELEBRATION

Ann C. De Guia said the the Commission 
recognizes some efforts of the current 
administration in improving women’s 
welfare and forwarding women’s rights. 
This includes the recently expanded 
maternity leave act and the support 
for family planning programme and 
Reproductive Health Law. 

ED De Guia however stated that 
the fight for women’s rights go beyond 

Women continue to bear 
the brunt of misogynistic 

remarks and are often 
subjects of rape jokes, 

which, at times, translate 
to catcalling and other 
forms of harassment 

online and in 
the streets.

- Atty. Jacqueline Ann de Guia       CHR spokesperson

legislation. “Women continue to bear 
the brunt of misogynistic remarks and 
are often subjects of rape jokes, which, 
at times, translate to catcalling and other 
forms of harassment online and in the 
streets.”

The Executive Director also pointed 
that the ongoing anti-drug campaign 
impacts women in communities. “[They] 
are forced to single-handedly raise a 
family when confronted with the loss of 

CEBU LAND DONATION PAVES WAY FOR 
CHR7 BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

L-R: Cebu Legal Offi  ce Orvi G. Ortega, Cebu Governor Hilario P. Davide III, CHR Chairperson 

Jose Luis Martin C. Gascon, and CHR7 Director Atty. Arvin A. Odron witness the signing of the 

Deed of Donation to CHR7.

Cebu City – Commission on 
Human Rights (CHR) Chairperson 
Jose Luis Martin C. Gascon and Cebu 
Provincial Governor Hilario P. Davide 
III signed the deed of donation of land 
on Feb. 7, 2019 for the construction of 
the CHR7 office in Brgy. Lahug, Cebu 
City. 

The 1000 sqm land is located 
inside a government complex which 
also houses the Commission on Audit, 
National Bureau of Investigation, and 
National Power Corporation, among 
others. 

Talks of owning a land has been 
ongoing between CHR VII and the 
Provincial Government of Cebu since the 
directorship of Atty. Alejandro P. Alonso, 
Jr. in the CHR7 office. Various efforts 
have been exercised to secure CHR7’s 
own office building amid budgetary 
challenges but to no avail.

“Our legislators, past and present 
have, apparently, relegated the [CHR] 
in the lowest rung of importance and 
priority among the constitutional 
agencies of the government as evidence 

by the non-passage of several senate and 
house bills aimed at strengthening the 
CHRP,” Atty. Odron said. 

With assistance from both 
the GOJUST-HR Project for the 
construction of the building premises 
and the Cebu provincial government for 
the land donation, CHR7 can finally lay 
the foundation for the construction of a 
building of its own.

Construction is set to commence in 
the last quarter of 2019.

By Julian Inah Anunciacion

Since [the CHR] was 
institutionalized… the CHR7 
personnel have nurtured the 

idea that, to date, has remained 
a limbo because of budgetary 
constraints. They have been 

waiting for the day that they will 
have an offi ce building [which]

      they can proudly 
          call their own.

- Atty. Arvin A. Odron CHR7 Director

fathers, sons, or brothers due to alleged 
extrajudicial killings.”

In conclusion, ED De Guia hoped 
that the Women’s Month celebration will 
serve as a reminder of the continuing 
gaps faced by every Filipina and women 
around the world and that the celebration 
will stress the government’s obligation to 
uphold the welfare of women and affirm 
the commitment to recognise women’s 
rights as human rights. 

Women from various sectors and groups join the CHR in celebrating the women’s month.
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COMMISSIONER GWENDOLYN LL. PIMENTEL-
GANA ON THE PROPOSAL TO LOWER THE 

MINIMUM AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

On 21 January 2019, the Committee on Justice of the 
House of Representatives approved a measure that would re-
duce the minimum age of criminal liability from 15 to nine (9) 
years old. In the Senate, a similar proposal sets the lowered age 
at 12 years.

Lowering the age of criminal responsibility be it to 9 or 12 
years old is a simplistic response that disregards the complexity 
of juvenile delinquency. The problem on juvenile delinquency, 
prefatorily, is rooted on socio-economic factors, such as pover-
ty and lack of opportunities that lead to exploitation of minors, 
who, in view of their vulnerability, are victims of circumstance 
more than anything else and not perpetrators of crimes.

Proponents of lowering the age of criminal responsibility 
claim that the measure is meant to discourage syndicates from 
using children for crimes. What will stop syndicates from using 
children below 9 years old then? The best way to address this 
is to intensify police operations against individuals and syndi-
cates who continue to target the vulnerabilities of children and 
use them as instruments for their crimes.

Rather than arbitrarily adjusting the age, we must be able 
to fully implement the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act, as well 
as address the gaps in the implementation of the law, such as 
funding the establishment of Bahay Pag-asa (House of Hope) 
across the country that are meant to be rehabilitation hubs for 
children in conflict with the law (CICL). Bahay Pag-asa cen-
ters are envisioned to deliver interventions that would stop a 
child offender from repeating offenses—this is a more sustain-
able solution.

We must also hold accountable government agencies and 
officials who are tasked to implement the law and have failed 
to do so.

Through more responsive solutions, we can ensure that we 
will give our children a good chance of having a bright future 
despite their failings when they were younger.

“ “Children are victims, not criminals. We should not 
punish them for society’s failure to protect them. 

Instead, those exploiting children should be made 
accountable and be the ones punished.

- Comm. Gwendolyn Ll. Pimentel-Gana

CHR INVESTIGATION OFFICE LAUNCHES 
LADDERIZED INVESTIGATION TRAINING FOR 

INVESTIGATORS AND LAWYERS

The Investigation Office with the support of GOJUST 
embarked on the development of training modules and 
designs for the ladderized training of CHR Investigators, 
Lawyers and Key Officers.

This project started on November 27, 2018 at 
Forest Lodge, Baguio City when the Investigation 
Office conducted a Focus Group discussion which was 
participated in by Central Office investigators, lawyers, 
and representatives from the Human Rights Center 
Management Office (HRCMO). Commissioner Leah 
Tanodra-Armamento, as Focal Commissioner joined 
the activity.

The modules to be developed are the following: 

1.) Basic Human Rights Course (BHRC) for 
Investigator I; 

2.)  Intermediate Human Rights Course (IHRC) 
for Investigator II; and 

3.)  Advanced Human Rights Course (AHRC) for 
Senior Investigators.  

All Human Rights laws, Human Rights Universal 
treaties and principles, advocacies, and protocols will be 
integrated and incorporated in the modules and designs 
for the Training. The Investigation training is mandatory 
for the purpose of promotion.

An Enhancement and Validation Workshop for the 
development of the modules was held on March 18-22, 
2019 at Panglao, Bohol  where all Senior Investigators 
from the different Regional Offices took part.  Two UP 
consultants joined the validation activity. They provided 
the necessary suggestions and inputs.

The first Basic Human Rights Course (BHRC) 
is tentatively scheduled before the end of the second 
quarter while the remaining courses will be implemented 
after the BHRC. These will be done jointly with the 
participation of the Human Resource Development 
Division (HRDD).

GOJUST TAT Member Atty. Gilbert Sembrano leads the focus 

group discussion for investigation module development in 

Panglao, Bohol, March 18-22, 2019.

The Commission on Human Rights reiterated on its opposition on 

lowering the age of criminal liability, urging the government to stop 

using children as a cover-up in the ineffi  cient implementation of the 

juvenile justice law, January 24, 2019.

By CHR Strategic Comunica  on Division
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PCP ENGAGES CHR WITH PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND HR WORKSHOP 

The Photojournalist Center of the 
Philippines (PCP) in partnership with the 
Commission on Human Rights held the 
“Photography and Human Rights: Visual 
Storytelling Workshop.” The Workshop 
recognizes photography as a powerful tool 
to inform the public and raise awareness. 
Photojournalism sheds light on important 
stories for truth-telling, accountability, and to 
put a human face to the rampant killings. 

Attended by 30 participants, the 
Workshop was designed to bring together 
seasoned photojournalists who have covered 
the current Administration’s Drug War and 
new photojournalists to help build capacity, 
share best practices, and promote photography 
with a human rights lens. 

In this light, the Workshop sessions included 
discussions with experts on human rights law, 
interview skills for victims and witnesses of 
critical human rights violations, digital and 
physical security, and forensic evidence. Besides 
taking compelling photos, it is important for 
photojournalists to safeguard the integrity of 
the images and to take care not to contaminate 
evidence and the general crime scene. There 
is also a growing recognition that the work of 
photojournalists can be used as evidence in 
extrajudicial killings and other critical human 
rights violations in the country. Participants also 
expressed the need for continued support when 
it comes to safety and security risks. 

In this context, photojournalist should have 

“informed freedom” to capture the best images 
and bring important stories to the public for 
truth-telling, accountability and putting human 
face to the killings. It is important to safeguard 
the integrity of the images, and to be careful not 
to contaminate the evidences in a crime scene 
because their photos can be used as an evidence 
against critical HRV and EJKs in the country. 
Indeed, there is link between Photography 
and Human Rights. Photography can be used 
as a powerful tool for consciousness raising 
to influence the general public and persuade 
policy makers to stop the killings, protect and 
promote human rights in the Philippines. All of 
them affirmed the significance of the training 
organized by PCP. They have learned a lot from 
the discussion which allowed them to reflect 
and commit themselves to document EJKs and 

HRVs cases. The photojournalist and other 
media practitioners from the regions are facing 
higher risk than those operating in NCR and 
other cities. 

The Workshop also included a Solidarity 
Night where the participant photojournalists 
engaged with CHR staff, GOJUST team 
members, and other CHR partner civil society 
organizations (CSOs). At the Solidarity 
Night, participants shared their experiences in 
covering the Drug War and expressed the need 
for support to help families of victims in terms 
of security protection, financial assistance and 
livelihood. In this light, they called on the CHR 
and CSOs to establish a referral mechanism 
that will promote, protect and provide support 
to affected individuals, families or groups of 
human rights violations.

By The GOJUST Outcome 3 Team

CHR UNDERTAKES INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING EFFORTS
By Princess Molleno

CHR Executive Director Jacqueline Ann C. de Guia delivers an inspirational message for the IS 
Core Group Members during the initial Learning Session cum Orientation held last 15 March 
2019 at the CHR Pardec Room A.

As the national human rights 
institution in the country, the 
Commission deemed it imperative 
to move towards its continual 
improvement through strengthening its 
operations, organizational design, and 
work culture. The Commission’s related 
priority efforts are to mainstream 
the Quality Management System 
(QMS) and Strategic Performance 
Management System (SPMS), and to 
re-organize the design and structure of 
the CHR to make it more responsive 
and relevant. All these are considered to 
address the urgent requirements of and 
complex dynamics between and among 
different stakeholders.

With the support of the GOJUST 
Human Rights Project, the Commission 
engaged the services of Meraki 
Consulting Inc. to provide technical 
assistance in carrying out initiatives for 
institutional strengthening (IS). The 
team of specialists from said consulting 
firm will assess the change readiness at 
the Commission, build competencies 
of the IS Core Group Members 
composed of selected CHR personnel, 

and facilitate the transition planning.

During the first quarter, a series of 
data gathering activities were conducted 
both at the central and selected regional 
offices (RO 2 – Tuguegarao, RO 5 – 
Legazpi City and its sub-office in Naga, 
RO 6 – Iloilo and its sub-office in Bacolod, 
RO 7 – Cebu and its sub-office in Bohol, 
RO 8 – Tacloban and its sub-office in 
Catarman, Samar, RO 11 – Davao, and 
RO 12 – Koronadal) of the Commission. 

Likewise, initial learning sessions to 
capacitate the IS Core Group Members 
were undertaken to ensure the success 
of the institutional strengthening efforts.

The team of IS specialists shall 
present their assessment report from 
the data they gathered within the 
second quarter. The said report will 
serve as reference for the transition 
planning which may be conducted 
during the said quarter as well.

The Photojournalist Center of the Philippines leads the workshop on photography.
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MAKING DATA WORK FOR WOMEN: 
CHR’S GENDER BASED VIOLENCE OBSERVATORY PROJECT

By K.S.Twyla A. Rubin

1 out of 4 married 
women aged 15-49 have 
experienced any form 
of physical, sexual, or 

emotional violence by their 
current or most recent 

partners. Only one third 
of women who experience 
physical or sexual violence 

sought help.

Gender based violence remains 
pervasive in the Philippines despite 
passage of key legislations. The 2017 
National Demographic and Health 
Survey shows that 1 out of 4 married 
women aged 15-49 have experienced 
any form of physical, sexual, or 
emotional violence by their current or 
most recent partners1.  It also shows 
that only one third of women who 
experience physical or sexual violence 
sought help, and the common source 
of help was not with the authorities but 
with the woman’s own family (65%) 
and friends (18%)2.  This does not 
speak well of a country that boasts of 
placing 8th in the Global Gender Gap 
Report for 2018 and of being one of the 
most gender equal countries in Asia.3 

Recognizing the continuing 
prevalence of gender-based violence 
and the continuing challenges 
in women’s access to justice, the 
Commission on Human Rights, with 
funding support from the GOJUST-
HR Project undertook its Gender 
Based Observatory Project. The GBV 
observatory is envisioned as a resource 
hub for GBV, a repository of GBV data 
including normative standards on GBV 
from the international to domestic level, 
as well as GBV researches particularly 
looking at how laws on GBV are 
implemented, and how GBV manifests 
in the lived experiences of women. 
The GBV observatory contributes to 
the monitoring of state’s obligations in 
addressing GBV and in forwarding key 

policy recommendations. It aims for a 
deeper and wider understanding of GBV, 
enhancing women’s access to justice, 
and in general, in making data work for 
women. 

Under component one of the GBV 
Observatory, the team has conducted 
mapping in five pilot areas from May 
of 2018 to February of 2019, namely: 
Marikina, Batangas City, Guian, Samar, 
Zamboanga City and Koronadal, South 
Cotabato. At the end of the initial 
mapping, a better understanding of GBV 
is gained- one that proposes a framework 
that is not limited only on how GBV is 
addressed and defined by laws in the 
international and domestic levels, or 
an analysis of laws as implemented by 
different agencies, but more importantly, 
one that looks into the lived experiences 

and understanding of women including 
those who refused or were unable to 
access formal state remedies. 

Moving forward with the project, 
the Commission conducted a validation 
of initial findings last 19 February 2019 
which affirmed the importance of the 
GBV observatory in understanding and 
addressing GBV. The session highlighted 
gaps, emerging challenges, the ‘missing 
voices,’  as well as the potential sources 
of support for continuing advocacy.4  
It poses the challenge on how the 
GBV observatory can function as a ‘ 
magnifying glass on areas of concern 
on gender-based violence, and in the 
process, offer new and critical ways of 
thinking about an “old” issue.’5  Through 
research and conduct of GBV mapping at 
the regional level culminating on regional 
summit against GBV in November of 
2019, it is hoped that the project leads 
and contributes to the protection and 
fulfilment of women’s and girls’ human 
rights and access to justice.

1  Philippine Statistics Authority - PSA and ICF. 2018. 
Philippines National Demographic and Health 
Survey 2017. Quezon City, Philippines: PSA and 
ICF. Available at http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/
FR347/FR347.pdf

2  Ibid.
3  Tomacruz, S. Philippines climbs to No. 8 in 2018 

Global Gender Gap report (Rappler, 18 December 
2018) https://www.rappler.com/nation/219124-
philippines-ranking-global-gender-gap-report-2018

4  Ibid.
5  Parreno and Mesinas ‘The Gender-Based Violence 

Observatory Project: An Overview of Findings’

Feature

Women from various sectors and groups join the CHR in celebrating the women’s month.
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DATA ANALYSIS FOR THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS OBSERVATORY

By Roy Cabonegro

The Human Rights Observatory 
(HRO) under the Commission on Human 
Rights of the Philippines (CHR) is a sectoral 
and thematic monitoring on the human 
rights compliance of duty bearers focused 
on the more vulnerable groups. The CHR 
already conducted a soft launch of the 
three out of the four targeted thematic 
observatories. These are: the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Human Rights Observatory (IP-
HRO), the Gender-Based Human Rights 
Observatory (GBV-HRO) and the Migrant 
Rights Human Rights Observatory (MR-
HRO). Pending conclusion of the National 
Inquiry on Climate Change (NICC) 
hearings, the HRO expects to launch the 
Climate Change Human Rights Observatory 
(CC-HRO) soon.

The Observatory evaluates the quality 
of available datasets gathered from both 
internal sources from the Commission on 
Human Rights and external sources from 
data sets of other duty bearers and partners. 
The quality of these datasets are crucial in 
order to arrive at the best available analysis 
for the HRO. The data analysis for the HRO 
is based on the updated version of the HRO 
Indicators built along the S-P-O (Structural-
Process-Outcome) framework proposed 
by the UN Commission on Human Rights 
(UNCHR).

The HRO will allow for monitoring 
and evaluation of the level of commitments 
of duty bearers by looking into structural 
indicators and substantiating these with 
assessing the level of actions by looking at 
process indicators. Finally, despite--and 
because of--what  has been committed and 
acted upon, the HRO will look into the 
current situation or the outcome indicators 
vis-a-vis the normative standards of human 
rights in order to assess the level of human 
rights obligation compliance of the state.

When applied, such as in monitoring 
of human rights obligation compliance 
of the right to life with emphasis on the 
issue of Extrajudicial Killings, the HRO 
will first look into jurisprudence, laws, 
policies, program and institutions that are 
in place as a means to measure the level of 
commitments of the state to combat EJK. 
The HRO will then substantiate this by 
reviewing the percentage of the number of 
reported or alleged EJK cases that have been 
or are being investigated by the state duty 
bearers and how many of these have resulted 

into cases filed and eventually resolved in the courts. This method provides a clear way of 
measuring the level of actions of the state. 

Finally, within the mandates of the CHR to monitor and investigate human rights 
violations, it is through measuring the verified cases of EJKs despite and because of 
commitments and actions of the duty bearers will complete the analysis using the S-P-O 
framework. 

01 Right to Life 
(focus on EJK)

02

03
Right to Freedom Against 
Torture, Inhuman Treatment 
(focus on situation of persons 
deprive of liberty)

04
Right of the Accused to 
Speedy Trial
(focus on the pre-trial periods of
PDLs)

05
Right to Vote 
(focus on voter turnout of 
vulnerable sectors)

10

Collective Rights of the 
Indigenous Peoples 
(focus on their Ancestral Land/
Domain, Self Determination & 
Self Governance, Social Justice 
and Cultural Integrity)

11

Rights of Victims of 
Gender Based Violence 
of GBV 
(focus on the elimination of GBVs 
including VAWC-violation against 
Women and Children)

12

Rights of Victims and 
Survivors of Climate 
Change Disasters 
(focus on reparation and support 
to the rehabilitation & re-
development of victims of extreme 
weather conditions and droughts 
induced by the impacts of climate 
change)

13

Rights of Migrant 
Filipino Workers and 
their Families 
(focus on the support to OFWs 
and their families on the areas of 
recruitment, deployment and re-
integration)

06
Right to Decent Work 
(focus on unemployment, 
underemployment & regularization)

07
Right to Health 
(focus on monitoring the universal 
health care coverage)

08
Right to Education 
(focus on access and quality of 
education)

09
Right to Adequate Standard 
of Living
(focus on the AAAAQ of electricity, 
socialized housing and water & 
sanitation of vulnerable sectors)

Individual Rights Collective or Aggregated Right

The HRO is now on its finalization stage of appropriate indicators to measure the situation 
of these human rights by assessing the quality of available data that may be used for this process. 
The final systems development of the HRO Online Database will follow and so will the neces-
sary capacity building interventions among CHR units and external partners among state and 
other duty bearers.

Feature
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By Onesimo Cuyco

The Commission on Human Rights (CHR), the Agencia Española de Cooperación 
Internacional (AECID), and the European Union conducted the 8th PSC Meeting on 
March 27, 2019 at the CHR PARDEC Conference Room.

CHR Chairperson Jose Luis Martin C. Gascon opened the session. Chairperson 
Gascon noted that in spite of the political environment that challenges the Commission, 
it will continue to carry out its obligations to the Filipino people. 

AECID Coordinator General Juan Pita commended the Commission for achieving 
“very clear results with very clear actions” and stressed the importance of the remaining 
months of 2019. In addition to Sr. Pita, EU Representative Louis Dey also expressed his 
appreciation of the initiatives of the Commission under the GOJUST Project, particularly 
the Interim National Preventive Mechanism.

In closing the PSC Meeting, Chairperson Gascon welcomed the new TAT Team 
Leader Atty. Cladio Santorum and thanked outgoing AECID Representative Yolanda R. 
O’Brien for her dedication.

Highlights of the 8th PSC Meeting

The construction of the 
Human Rights Hub has 

started

The CHR VII 1000 sqm 
lot has been formally 

turned over by the Cebu 
Provincial Government

CSO engagements on social 
mobilization, database, and 
documentation of victims’ 
support were deepened

More programs 
for security and 
protection were 
requested by the 

Chair

The PSC set 
to explore 
alternative 

administrative 
options for 

foreign-assisted 
projects

More concrete results 
were requested for 
the Human Rights 

Observatory

Several capacity buildings 
were conducted both for the 
promotions and protection 

mandates of CHR

Yolanda Rodriguez O’Brien attends her 
fi nal PSC Meeting as EU Representative for 
GOJUST-HR Project.

Incoming TAT Team Leader Atty. Claudio D.R. 
Santorum joins the Technical Assistance Team 
for 2019. 

(L-R) Commissioners: Karen S. Gomez-Dumpit, 
Leah C. Tanodra-Armamento, and Gwendolyn 
Ll. Pimentel-Gana also participated in the 
event.

The CHR Chairperson delivers his opening 
remarks. 

AECID Coordinator General Sr. Juan Pita 
addresses the assembly.
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